In lieu of the conventional analytical essay/mid-term project, we will stage an in-class “simulation” on October 29th where we will debate the intersections of globalization, gender/sex inequality, and commodifcation of care.  This exercise will allow us to consider the multiple ways in which human subjectivities affect both the construction of ideologies and our understandings of the roots of various forms of inequality.  

Each student will be (randomly) assigned a role to play, either as a specific public figure (such as World Bank President, Robert B. Zoellick) or as a fictional character.  All participants must complete the assigned reading before the simulation, and all are welcome to conduct limited additional research on their specific roles.  Sarah Phillips, Research Librarian at Widener, has kindly agreed to provide assistance if you need it.  All students will post a brief (100-200word maximum) statement of your identity (who you are, where you live, etc) and a brief argument outline to the blog by midnight Sunday, and all are expected to read all postings before class on the 29th.  On October 29th, you will have 2-3 minutes to present “your” argument in response to the question.  This reaction can take various forms; for example, you may choose to “rant” free-form (if you do, please come prepared with some specific pieces of evidence to back up your claims and remember not to exceed the 3minute limit); those wanting more structure may present their argument in the form of an editorial in a well known journal, or compose a personal letter to one of the other characters (all of whom will be listed on the iSite).  
Following the simulation (on November 4th), everyone will submit a paper (5 pages max, typed and double-spaced) arguing “their” positions on the issue and discussing their roles in the debate.  
NOTE:  You must be present in class on the day of the simulation in order to receive a grade for your simulation paper.  

The purpose of this exercise is twofold:

1. to give you practice making clear, cogent arguments based in concrete, specific evidence. 

2. to help you think critically about the role of human subjectivity and agency in the creation of ideologies.  While we will certainly “bend” the chronology by bringing historical actors from across time into dialogue with one another, we will keep a keen eye on the contexts out of which these ideas have emerged.

Central question:  What are most significant challenges and greatest advantages of globalization?  Who is benefiting most from the emergence of “global cities” and the increased mobility fostered by globalization in late capitalism?  Why?

Be as specific as possible- you will be presenting your argument before your peers in class on the 29th and they in turn may ask you follow-up questions.

- sex worker “rescued” in a Global City nightclub raid and then incarcerated and/or deported (you may pick a specific city/situation)

-Dolores Huerto, labor organizer

- CEO of Global Corporation X (you may find a specific one) who is currently looking for an ideal nanny to watch her children

- global sweatshop owner (choose a specific location)

- global sweatshop worker (choose a specific location)

- rescue worker for International Justice Mission (http://www.ijm.org/)

- Filipina dentist-turned-nanny who migrated to the U.S. and sends $$ home to her family

- Barbara Laslett and/or Johanna Brenner

-PA (personal assistant) to CEO of Global Corporation X (you may find a specific one)

- Angela Merkel (on regulating prostitution during 2006 World Cup)

- CEO of America Apparel

- Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agent (you decide where)
- Feminist activist in Zona Norte in Tijuana (addressing borderland prostitution)

- transgendered sex worker in Boystown in Nuevo Laredo (address borderland prostitution)

- Sister of a slain woman who worked in a maquilladora in Juarez, MX

- Employee of a U.N. refugee agency
- INS Border Patrol Officer
- NAFTA official/specialist
- POEA (Philippines Overseas Employment Administration) Recruitment Officer
- Dominique Strauss-Kahn, IMF Managing Director
- Robert B. Zoellick, World Bank President

- Karl Marx (if he were alive today, how might he respond?)

