Gov 90ps: The Police State – Power, Politics and Authority

Simulation One: Responding to the Egyptian Protests - January 2011

Purpose: What is the range of policy options available to Mubarak in light of the growing protests? How should the various policing strategies available be ranked, from least to most preferred? What is the most optimal strategy? What is the least optimal strategy? 

You should think about optimality from the perspective of the actor you have been assigned, given your interests. You will need to identify your actor’s interests based on the assigned reading and outside research (searching news articles will be more than sufficient). Keep in mind, however, that you must justify your preferred strategy/strategies to Mubarak, who will make the final decision regarding which policing strategy to adopt. You will be assigned to a role with one other person. You should coordinate with your partner on who will actually be doing the speaking; both of you should, however, prepare your actor’s position together.


Date: 25 January 2011, "The Day of Revolt." 

Context: Protests erupt in Egypt, with tens of thousands of protesters gathered in Cairo and thousands more in cities throughout Egypt. The protests target President Hosni Mubarak's government, and are mostly adhering to non-violence. Some claim that the protests in Tunisia triggered the movement in Egypt. Others argue that the protests began without a clear agenda, instigated mainly by high unemployment and a perception of government inaction. Regardless of the ‘causes’ of the protests, protesters focused quickly on the President of Egypt, Hosni Mubarak, demanding he step down from office. There have been some reports of civilian and police casualties.

The extent of the protests is a surprise for the Egyptian government, though Egypt had been under state of emergency laws for almost thirty years prior to the demonstrations. According to a report from the U.S. Embassy in Egypt, police brutality has been common and widespread in Egypt. The deployment of paramilitary forces paid by Mubarak’s ruling coalition in government has been a hallmark of the Mubarak regime. The Egyptian Organization for Human Rights has documented 567 cases of torture, including 167 deaths (by police) that occurred between 1993 and 2007. Despite the centrality of coercive methods of policing to Egypt’s state apparatus and the fact that opposition groups had planned the demonstrations on the 25th of January, the Egyptian government is caught off guard by the severity and persistence of the demonstrators. Though the police did have time to put in place mechanisms to mitigate the subversive effects of the protests--for example, road blocks and restricted movement--it became increasingly difficult to control the vast crowds, as evidenced by reports of clashes between protesters and police. 

Forums for the Simulation: 
1) Domestic: Mubarak, Advisers and President's Cabinet 
2) International: Unspecified closed-door UN forum

Actors:

- Mubarak (President) 
- Muslim Brotherhood (leadership) or Kamel El-Helbawy 
- Omar Suleiman (Vice President)
- Mohamed Hussein Tantawi (Commander in Chief of the Egyptian Armed Forces)
- Habib Ibrahim el-Adly (Interior Minister of Egypt; responsible for law enforcement; directs the Central Security Forces)
- Benjamin Netanyahu (Israeli Prime Minister) 
- Hillary Clinton (U.S. Secretary of State) 
- Amr Mohammed Moussa (Secretary General of the League of Arab States) 
- Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-Moon 

Process: Two Stages (a two-level game)

Stage One
Mubarak and all the domestic actors meet to help Mubarak decide the rankings of various strategies available to him to restore order and placate the crowds, who are demanding his removal. This stage includes: Mubarak, Muslim Brotherhood (with Kamel El-Helbawy), Omar Suleiman, Mohamed Hussein Tantawi, and Habib Ibrahim el-Adly. 

. Mubarak will begin by briefly and clearly stating his long-term and short-term goals with respect to the protests - you should think about what Mubarak wants, what his short- and long-term interests are. He will then introduce the other domestic actors in the room, in order of their relative importance to his decision-making. In other words, prior to this meeting, Mubarak must rank each actor’s significance to his coalition, weighing their importance to both his political survival and his ultimate decision regarding which strategy or strategies he chooses. He must justify this ranking against the political backdrop, given his goals. [5-6 minutes]
a. After this, each meeting participant will make a 3-4 minute (prepared) statement about his/her interests and preferences. Given these interests, what is the actor’s most preferred strategy? What is the actor’s least preferred strategy? The main goal here is to persuade Mubarak to adopt your ranking of strategies/tactics, so justify claims by convincing Mubarak (directly) that, not only is the ranking in your best interests, it is also in Mubarak’s. [16 minutes]


[10 minute break]


c. This stage ends with Mubarak describing his preferred ranking of policing responses vis-a-vis the statements he has just heard. Mubarak should justify his ranking given his goals and the weight he has given to each actor’s importance to his political survival and success in restoring order. If Mubarak decides to value one actor’s preferred strategy over another’s, particularly if the latter actor is ranked higher in significance, Mubarak must explain the decision. [4-5 minutes]


[5 minute break]

Stage Two
Mubarak and all the international actors meet to discuss Mubarak’s options. Mubarak’s ranking from the earlier stage carries over. This stage includes: Mubarak, Benjamin Netanyahu, Hillary Clinton, Amr Mohammed Moussa and the Secretary General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-Moon. 


. Mubarak will begin again by introducing the international actors, in order of their relative importance to his decision-making. In other words, he must rank each actor’s significance to his international coalition (political, economic, and security ties), weighing their importance to his ultimate decision regarding which strategy or strategies he chooses. He must justify this ranking within the international context (structure of power, regional balancing), given his goals. [5 minutes]
a. After this, each actor will make a 3-4 minute (prepared) statement about his/her interests and preferences. Given these interests, what is the actor’s most preferred strategy? What is the actor’s least preferred strategy? The international context is anarchic (no central government), so each actor should keep that in mind as they describe their national (or international) interests. Again, the goal here is to persuade Mubarak to adopt a particular ranking of strategies and tactics, so justify claims in a manner that convinces Mubarak this ranking is in his best interests (as well as the actor’s). [16 minutes]


[5 minute break]


b. This stage ends with Mubarak re-stating his strategic preferences. Has anything changed given this second stage? If so, why? If not, why not? Justify ranking given goals and weight of each actor to decision. If Mubarak decides to value one actor’s ranking over another’s, particularly if the latter actor is ranked higher in significance, Mubarak must explain the decision. [4-5 minutes]

[2 minute break]
FINAL VOTE COUNT:

Each actor will decide whether they: (a) support; (b) are neutral toward; or (c) actively oppose Mubarak’s final decision. Justify briefly. 



Mandatory reading (for all):

http://countrystudies.us/egypt/  (“Government and Politics” Section)

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/africa-mideast/how-a-brutal-beating-and-facebook-led-to-egyptian-protests/article1884156/singlepage/#articlecontent 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/01/25/egypt-protests-the-tunisia-effect.html 

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Backchannels/2011/0125/Inspired-by-Tunisia-Egypt-s-protests-appear-unprecedented

Mubarak:

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/hosni_mubarak/index.html

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/02/01/world/middleeast/mubarak-timeline.html?ref=hosnimubarak

http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2010/04/05/100405fa_fact_hammer

http://www.livepunjab.com/mubarak_opponents_take_to_streets_allege_rigging.html


Muslim Brotherhood:

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/28/world/middleeast/28alexandria.html

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-12313405

https://www.csidonline.org/annual-conference/10th-annual-conference/speakers/500
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_hSatSyhBA

Vice President Suleiman

http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/newsdesk/2011/01/who-is-omar-suleiman.html 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/omar_suleiman/index.html

http://english.aljazeera.net/indepth/opinion/2011/02/20112108416779585.html

Mohamed Hussein Tantawi (Commander in Chief of the Egyptian Armed Forces)

http://blogs.cfr.org/cook/2011/01/31/five-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-egyptian-armed-forces/

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/t/mohammed_hussein_tantawi/index.html

“Challenges to the Military in Egypt.” See Course website or go to harvard.library.edu → E-Journals → type in “Middle East Policy” → search for “Challenges to the Military in Egypt” under “search in this journal.”

http://nationaljournal.com/nationalsecurity/the-culture-of-egypt-s-military-could-determine-mubarak-s-fate-20110131

Habib Ibrahim el-Adly (Interior Minister of Egypt; responsible for law enforcement; directs the Central Security Forces)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habib_el-Adly

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory?id=12764458 

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/egypt0505.pdf

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/egypt1207web.pdf “Egypt’s State Security Investigations” and “The Emergency Law.”

http://diplomatictraffic.com/opinions_archives.asp?ID=113

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/wikileaks/8314475/WikiLeaks-Egyptian-torturers-trained-by-FBI.html

Benjamin Netanyahu (Israeli Prime Minister)

http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,2045166,00.html 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/lieberman-mideast-uprisings-show-the-arab-world-is-weakening-1.341859 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/pm-netanyahu-israel-will-monitor-but-not-comment-on-egypt-protests-1.339895 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/jan/29/israel-watches-egypt-uprising-fear/ 

Hillary Clinton (U.S. Secretary of State)

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2011/jan/26/clinton-urges-calm-reform-in-egypt-amid-protests/ 

http://www.npr.org/2011/01/26/133249624/Egypt-Tunisia-And-U-S-Policy

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Backchannels/2011/0126/The-US-response-to-Egypt-s-protests

http://www.cnas.org/node/5654

http://www.defense.gov//News/NewsArticle.aspx?ID=62636

Amr Mohammed Moussa (Secretary General of the League of Arab States)

http://af.reuters.com/article/egyptNews/idAFLDE70T0B620110130?sp=true 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/01/29/egypt-saudi-idAFLDE70S08V20110129 

http://history.howstuffworks.com/asian-history/arab-league.htm 

http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/hottopics/lnacademic/?shr=t&sfi=AC01NBSimplSrch

Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-Moon

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37451&Cr=egypt&Cr1 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2011/sgsm13385.doc.htm 
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