Botany of Harvard Square

Project Guidelines

OEB 59, Fall 2011

Botany of Harvard Square Project

Each day we use plants in some way or another - of course we eat them, but we also smell them, use them as medicine, wear them, walk on them, and warm ourselves with them. These plants are often taken for granted, that is, we do not think about where they came from, what might be involved in their production, or how they might be processed. In this course where you are studying plants and people we would like to extend your views by asking you to undertake a project.

With a partner we want you to go to Harvard Square and with you keen eyes trained on the world around you find a product to research. You might check the shelves at Dickson Brothers Hardware, or the racks at CVS, or one of the clothing stores, or perhaps home furnishings is you cup of tea. Where ever you turn there will be some item that is plant related.

Once you have found your subject we would ask that you research it. What are the common names, what is the Latin notation, where did this particular product come from, what is the geographical center of origin of this plant? You might also research its position in the classification. Does it have relatives that are used in the same way or different ways? There can be political implications involved in growing or harvesting plants for commerce. Are there any such things with this plant?

In short we are asking you to be detectives, to be observant and to document.
Botany of Harvard Square project is worth 30% of your course grade.

Work in pairs with someone else from class.

Presentations:

· November 30th in each lab section

· Presentations will be 10 minutes in length.

· Presentations must be in PowerPoint or Keynote.

· Presentations must be accompanied by an Abstract (see below).

· You must submit a pdf version of both the presentation and the abstract on the day of your presentation.

Written Report:

· Due by the end of reading period (December 11th).

· Up to 5 pages in length (double spaced).

· Proper resources and citations must be included. Internet websites are not acceptable resources or citations.

· Must be submitted via email to your section TF.

Abstract Guidelines for Presentation:

· The abstract is 250 words or less, written in the following structured format…

· Premise of the study (why the plant was chosen, what major topics of economic botany are addressed, etc…)

· Conclusions (what major points should the reader take from this article)

· No references in abstract

· Provide a list of 3–10 “Key words”. Capitalize proper nouns, place in alphabetical order, and separate by semicolons.
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