Sociology 129

Section 6- Types of Capital

Pass out chart on “types of capital” and vignette 

Today, we’re going to try to use a case study as a jumping off point to talk through how the various types of capital might play in to academic outcomes.  It’s tempting whenever you learn about a new type of capital to use it to do all of the explanatory work, but in reality, all of these things come together and interact (at individual and community levels) to shape outcomes.  

Read the vignette, jotting down evidence about different types of capital at the community, family, and individual levels. 
Group discussion of the case

The goal of a case discussion is to really put your logic/reasoning out front as we’re talking through the case, to try to clarify the concepts.  Illustrate your interpretations with evidence from the case, think of information we aren’t given, but that might be important for understanding how the different types of capital function.  We encourage debate/different interpretations of the evidence. 
Questions to get started

· Brainstorm a list of all the different types of capital Melissa possesses.
· What type of capital was most important in explaining how Melissa got where she is today?

· Only 20% of Melissa's high school class went on to a 4 year college. What do you see as the most important factors in explaining why she was a part of this group?
· How might Melissa’s experience have been different if the same family had lived in a community where the average adult had a college degree and the median income was $90k?
Goals
· Probe to make sure we consider community and school factors.  Try to nail home the point that the types of capital can be used to explain differences between communities AND among individuals within a community.  
· Also make sure that we discuss the role of financial capital in all of this:  possession of financial capital often is highly correlated with possession of the other types (at community AND individual levels), while real lack of financial capital often is correlated with lack of the other types.  In particular, Bourdieu’s formulation of cultural capital is nearly completely determined by income/resources.
· Coleman’s theoretical purpose with this article is to try to find a middle ground between oversocialized sociological understandings of human behavior (people have little free will, outcomes are overly determined by their social location) and economists’ overly atomized theories of human behavior.  His argument is that people are rational actors, but social structure serves as both a resource to accomplish action and a constraint on what is possible.   What parts of Melissa’s success relative to other family members in her generation might not be explained by “capital?”

