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Anne C. Shreffler

FS 38t Spr. 2009


Freshman Seminar 38t

Beethoven's String Quartets

Wed. 3-5, Room 3 Music Building

Seminar Description:     Since the late eighteenth century, composers have often reserved their most ambitious and complex thoughts for their string quartets; the ensemble of two violins, viola and cello can create a homogeneous sound but also has an enormous potential for sonic variety.  Beethoven's sixteen quartets span almost his entire creative output, ranging from the classical Six Quartets, Op. 18 of 1800, to the transcendent, pioneering late quartets, the last completed in 1826, the year before his death in 1827.  These works contain the full range of Beethoven's musical expression.  The seminar will work from scores, selected recordings, and live performances connected to the Chiara Quartet's Harvard residency in the spring.  Seminar members shall prepare individual projects.  We will also go on a field trip to hear the Emerson String Quartet, one of the world's leading quartets, on April 3.  Although the primary focus will be on the participants' interpretations of the works, the seminar will also read and discuss texts by Lewis Lockwood, Joseph Kerman, Robert Winter, and others. 

Goals:     To get to know one of the great collections of works in Western music; to improve listening and score-reading skills; to learn to talk about and write about music.

Required text (score):     Beethoven, Ludwig van, Complete String Quartets and Grosse Fuge: From the Breitkopf & Härtel Complete Works Edition (New York: Dover, 1970).  Available for purchase at the COOP.
Recommended texts:     Winter, Robert and Robert Martin, eds., The Beethoven Quartet Companion (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994). Available for purchase at the COOP.

Lockwood, Lewis.  Beethoven: The Music and the Life (New York and London: Norton, 2003). Available for purchase at the COOP.  

All of these are on reserve at the Eda Kuhn Loeb Music Library.

Office Hours Fri. 2-3 or by appointment.  E-mail acshreff@fas.harvard.edu.

Requirements:     

1) Weekly listening assignments

2) Weekly listening notes (1 page) to be uploaded to the shared document area of the course website. Not graded but required.

3) Field trip to hear the Borromeo String Quartet play late Beethoven quartets at New England Conservatory, Jordan Hall, on Mar. 3, 2009, at 7 pm (tickets are free).

4) Final project: a paper (7-10 pages) or a creative project such as a music video, claymation, photo montage, analytical graph, etc.  You will present this in class on May 13, 2009; the project is also due on this date.

Grading: all Freshman Seminars are graded SAT/UNSAT.  However, as a general guideline to the course priorities, see below:
1) Class participation 30%

2) Doing the weekly listening notes (the notes themselves are not graded) 40%

3) Final presentation and paper  30%

There will be no final exam.

Schedule
1.
Jan. 28

Goals and Overview.  Who was Beethoven?  Why did he write quartets?  




Discussion and in-class listening: Op. 18, No. 1




Listening assignment (LA): Op. 18, Nos. 1 and 3.  The one-page writing assignment will always be about a movement or passage from the listening assignment, to be determined in class.




Extra listening (optional): the other Op. 18 quartets; Haydn's Quartet Op. 50, No. 3 and Op. 76, No. 2




Reading assignment (RA): Beethoven Quartet Companion (BQC) 148-55, 159-63; Lockwood, Beethoven, 69-80, 111-23.

Early quartets/ string quartet culture/ influence of Haydn and Mozart

2.
Feb. 4

Discussion and listening: Op. 18, No. 3




LA: Op. 18, Nos. 1, 3, and 6




Mozart, Quartet K. 464, Haydn, Quartet Op. 77, No. 1




RA: BQC 170-73, also in BQC: Winter, "Performing the Beethoven Quartets in Their First Century," 29-57; and Botstein, "The Patrons and Publics of the Quartets," 77-109.

3. 
Feb. 11
Discussion and listening: Op. 18, No. 6.




LA: Op. 59, No. 1





Mozart, Quartet K. 387




RA: BQC 175-83; Lockwood,187-201; The Cambridge Companion to the String Quartet (CCSQ): "The String Quartet and Society," 3-18.

Middle-period quartets: the "heroic" period, expansion of form

4. 
Feb. 18
Discussion and listening: Op. 59, No. 1




LA: Op. 59, No. 2




RA: BQC 183-88; also in BQC: Solomon, "Beethoven: Beyond Classicism," 59-75.  Take a look at the New Grove Online articles "Classical" and "Romanticism".

5. 
Feb. 25
Discussion and listening: Op. 59, No. 2




LA: Op. 74 (optional: Op. 95)



RA: BQC 196-203; Lockwood 312-29.

String quartet playing: signals, body language, and 4-way conversations

Tues, Mar. 3: Field trip to hear the Borromeo String Quartet at Jordan Hall, 7 pm

6. 
Mar. 4

Discussion and listening: Op. 74 




LA: Op. 59, No. 3




RA: BQC 189-96; BQC, Martin, "The Quartets in Performance: A Player's Perspective" (pp. 111-41); CCSQ, "Playing Quartets: A View from the Inside" (pp. 97-126).

7.
Mar. 11
With the Chiara Quartet: Op. 59, No. 3 




LA: Op. 127




RA: BQC 215-27; Lockwood, 349-65, 441-52.

Late quartets and Beethoven's late style

8. 
Mar. 18
Discussion and listening: Op. 127




LA: Op. 132




RA: BQC 264-74; Lockwood 452-58.

Mar. 25 - Spring recess

9. 
April 1

Discussion and listening: Op. 132




LA: Op. 130, Grosse Fuge, and alternate finale




RA: BQC 227-44; Lockwood, 458-68.

(Fri., April 3 at 8 pm: The Emerson String Quartet plays Beethoven Op. 95 at Tufts University)

10. 
April 8

Op. 130 and Grosse Fuge, guest Prof. Lewis Lockwood




LA: Op. 131




RA: BQC 245-64; Lockwood, 468-78.

11.
April 15
With the Chiara Quartet: Op. 131 



LA: Op. 135





Haydn, Op. 76, No. 1




RA: BQC 274-82; BQC Kerman, "Beethoven Quartet Audiences," pp. 7-27; Lockwood, 479-89.
(Fri., April 17 at 8 pm: The Chiara Quartet plays Op. 59, No. 3 in Paine Hall)
12.
April 22
Op. 135

(no class April 29)


13.
May 13 (Reading Period)
extra class: Presentations – Projects due. (There will be pizza.)

Books and CDs (on reserve at the Eda Kuhn Loeb Music Library)

1. The Beethoven quartet companion / edited by Robert Winter and Robert Martin. 

Berkeley : University of California Press, c1994.

1512.40.19

2. The Cambridge companion to the string quartet / edited by Robin Stowell. 

Cambridge ; New York : Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

ML1160 .C36 2003  

3. Blum, David, 1935- 

The art of quartet playing : the Guarneri Quartet in conversation with David Blum. 

New York : Knopf : Distributed by Random House, 1986.

342.27.15

4. Kerman, Joseph, 1924- 

The Beethoven quartets. 

New York,  A.A. Knopf, 1967.

1512.354

5. Lam, Basil. 

Beethoven string quartets / Basil Lam. 

Seattle : University of Washington Press, 1975.

1512.381.5

6. Mason, Daniel Gregory, 1873-1953. 

The quartets of Beethoven. 

New York, Oxford University Press, 1947.

1512.430.10

7. Radcliffe, Philip, 1905- 

Beethoven’s string quartets / Philip Radcliffe. 

Cambridge, Eng. ; New York : Cambridge University Press, 1978.

1512.567.2 (either edition)

8. Ratner, Leonard G. 

The Beethoven string quartets : compositional strategies and rhetoric / Leonard G. Ratner. 

Stanford, Calif. : Stanford Bookstore, c1995.

1512.567.45

9. Lockwood, Lewis.

Beethoven: The Music and the Life

10. Winter, Robert and Robert Martin, eds., The Beethoven Quartet Companion

11. Solomon, Maynard, Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003.

12. Lockwood, Lewis and the Juilliard String Quartet. Inside Beethoven's Quartets: History, Interpretation, Performance (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2008).
Recordings:

1. Alban Berg Quartett.

String quartets. Vol. 2 [sound recording] / Beethoven. 

 [Hayes, Middlesex, England] : EMI Classics, p1993. 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. CD 10485   

2. Alban Berg Quartett.

Die mittleren Streichquartette [sound recording] = The middle period string quartets /  Beethoven. 

Hayes, Middlesex, England : EMI, p1985. 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. CD 618 

3. Alban Berg Quartett

Die späten Streichquartette [sound recording] = The late string quartets /  Beethoven. 

 [Hayes, Middlesex, England] : EMI, p1982-1984. 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. CD 1445  

4. Busch String Quartet.

The late quartets [sound recording] / Beethoven. 

E. Sussex, England : Pearl, p1999. 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. CD 18146   Holdings  Availability  

5. The Busch Quartet plays Beethoven [sound recording]. 

 [S.l.] : Preiserrecords, p1993. 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. CD 11112   

6. Emerson String Quartet.

The string quartets [sound recording] / Ludwig van Beethoven. 

Hamburg : Deutsche Grammophon ; New York, N.Y. : Manufactured and marketed by PolyGram Classics & Jazz, [1997] 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. CD 16585   

7. Fine Arts Quartet.

Complete string quartets  [sound recording] including the Grosse Fuge. 

Murray Hill S-34556. [1968] 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. 35810   

8. The Flonzaley Quartet plays classical masterworks [sound recording]. 

 [S.l.] : Biddulph Recordings, p1994. 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. CD 12258   

9. The Juilliard Quartet.

Complete string quartets [sound recording] / Beethoven. 

New York : Sony Classical, p2002. 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. CD 24750   

10. LaSalle Quartet.
Späte Streichquartette [sound recording] = The late quartets / Beethoven. 

Hamburg : Deutsche Grammophon, [1997] 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. CD 17000 (13)   

11. Rosé String Quartet 

Beethoven Op. 18 No. 4; Op. 74; Op. 131

London, England : Biddulph Recordings, p1992. 

Loeb Music  Record Coll. CD 17124   

12. Végh Quartet

The complete string quartets [sound recording] / Beethoven. 

Berkeley, CA : Music & Arts, p2001. 

Loeb Music  CD 21492   

13. Budapest String Quartet

String Quartets, Op. 18

Recorded at the Library of Congress in 1951-1952 (Sony Music 1992)

14. Takács String Quartet 

Beethoven: The Late String Quartets

Decca, 2004

CD 29173
15. Takács String Quartet

Beethoven: The Middle String Quartets (ordered)

16. Takács String Quartet

Beethoven: The Early String Quartets (ordered)

