In Ways of Seeing, John Berger asserts that the context in which we view art shapes how we see it and understand its meaning.  First, briefly explain his argument – why does context matter for the meaning of art?  Second, assess this claim by comparing your own experience of viewing art online and in an art museum.  This requires you to:

1. Search the web for images of art housed at the Fogg, Sackler, or any other local museum.  You are welcome to use any search engine you are familiar with, or visit to your chosen museum’s website.  To get you started, here is a link to hundreds of photographs of art at the Fogg taken by amateur photographers:
http://www.flickr.com/search/?q=fogg+%28art+or+museum+or+harvard%29&ss=2&ct=6
2. Once you have found a few images that have caught your eye, visit the museum in person and try to find the artwork portrayed.  It may be helpful to print out your images in advance, or write down the artists’ name(s).  Try to find at least one or two pieces.

Based on your observations, what are the major differences between these two ways of viewing art?  Did the meaning of the art change from step 1 to 2?  How?   Finally, how well does your experience fit with Berger’s argument in Ways of Seeing?  

No additional research or art-specific background is required for this question.  Focus your analysis on what you see and what you’ve read in Ways in Seeing. Remember that the Harvard Art Museums are free for students and close by 5:00 pm everyday – and they stop admitting people around 4:45pm.  Plan your visit accordingly. 

