SOC 179/CCJ 103: Crime, Justice, and the American Legal System

Reaction Paper #2

Please answer the following question in 2 double-spaced pages. Post your response (in .doc format) to the appropriate course website dropbox by 10 p.m. on Tuesday, October 6th.   Assignments posted late will be penalized. 

Assignment Instructions: Please follow the link to the Center for Problem-Oriented Policing on-line simulation: http://www.popcenter.org/learning/prostitution/intro/ . Here you will go through a simulation and be asked to apply the “POP” approach to a community’s burgeoning crime problem, centered on an increase of prostitution, violent crime, and other serious crimes in a particular area. All you will need to do is sign in with your e-mail address and follow the website’s instructions. Basically, your job will be to act as a police officer, gather and analyze the data about the problem (you may want to take notes as you go along) within the constraints of one budget. Once you have gathered this data, you will be asked to make recommendations for a response within the constraints of a second budget. The simulation will then provide you with an evaluation of your response. Going through the whole simulation should take about 1-2 hours max. You will then write reaction paper will be based on your experience in this POP simulation in conjunction with ideas and research from course reading.

For the purposes of the simulation, you may work in small groups if you so choose; however, you each must write your own separate reaction paper.
Reaction Paper Question: Based on both your experience with this online simulation and the assigned readings about police work (particularly those assigned for October 5th), please explain the benefits and challenges of the problem-oriented approach to policing.  To illustrate your assessment, feel free to draw on the strategies you employed in the simulation – and how effective they were deemed – but please be sure to demonstrate your engagement with the broader themes and research from the readings.
