Government 1740 Comparative Case Discussion: 

Women’s Rights & Freedom from Torture
For this discussion, read the case study assigned to you in Simmons’ Mobilizing for Human Rights, for which you will be primarily responsible. As you read it, think about the theoretical explanation(s) of compliance Simmons proposes.  You should also skim the other case studies so that you are familiar with them.  Be prepared in discussion to bring out how your case is similar to or differs from the others cases your classmates will present.

Along with your co-presenter(s), you should plan a 10 minute presentation total (from bullet points, do not read your presentation) that does the following:
1. Provide some general background on the case you are presenting.  What are the historical and political conditions in this country?  BE BRIEF. You should not provide a history of the world.
2. Who are the main actors in the process of (non)compliance in your case?

3. In your case, are the major influences explaining compliance external, internal or a combination of both?
4. What theory or theories of IR seem most plausible for explaining the government’s compliance with its human rights commitments in your case?

5. How well does the case fit the theoretical model that Simmons proposes? If the theory does not seem to fit the case very well (if it does not seem to have produced compliance), what factors or conditions seem to have influenced or short-circuited the process of compliance? 
6. Does your case study control for alternative explanations of human rights compliance behavior? What other threats to drawing inferences from this case study might exist? Are the conclusions of your case study plausible?  Why or why not?
7. What if any role did international law play in the case you examined?

